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Following on from the last edition of the newsletter, we have continued with the 
feature ‘A day in the life of…’. 
Can you guess who this edition is covering from their childhood photo? Turn to 
page 6 to find out!

Welcome to the July 2018 edition of Inside Byrne Group. We hope you enjoyed the last 
edition in March 2018 – thank you to everyone who gave us feedback, and to those 
who provided stories and news for this edition.

If you have suggestions for future articles, we would love to hear from you – this includes future events. Get in 
touch by emailing: byrnenews@byrnegroup.co.uk - Your comments and news are important to us.

RECENT PROJECT AWARDS

INSIDE 

33 Grosvenor Place

Byrne Bros. has been awarded 33 Grosvenor 
Place, an existing office block which will be 
converted into a residential institution to provide 
a 200-bed hospital with 8 operating theatres, 
whilst retaining the external façade. 

Cityside House, Whitechapel

Ellmer has been awarded the contract to carry 
out the structural alterations, extension and 
refurbishment of Cityside House on behalf of 
Great Portland Estates. 
Byrne Bros. will be supporting Ellmer by 
constructing the reinforced concrete core. 

Lakeside Shopping Centre

Ellmer recently secured 
another project at Lakeside 
Shopping Centre. The works 
include the shell units for both 
Zara, Next and River Island. 

In our last Newsletter, we 
mentioned we had received 3 
‘Letter of Intents’ for projects 
in Mayfair, 2 for Ellmer and 1 
for Byrne Bros. We can now 
confirm, all 3 projects have 
been secured!
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STEM EVENT -  CARLTON PR IMARY SCHOOL
Mark Dillon, Byrne Bros. Contracts Director, and Ben 
White, Byrne Bros. Senior Project Engineer, attended 
a Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) 
event at Carlton Primary School in Camden on Monday 
19th March.

They held a presentation on bridge engineering to two 
separate Year 6 classes, and then assessed the bridges 
that the students had made. This is part of Byrne Bros.’ 
outreach programme to encourage school children to 
consider a future career in construction, particularly in 
engineering.

Learning and Development Manager, Martina Oyite, attended 
a Construction Careers Fair in April, at St Augustine Secondary 
School, which was supported by the Construction Youth Trust.

It was a fantastic afternoon interacting with students and 
parents from Years 8 to 13, providing them with information 
regarding various apprenticeship opportunities within the 
construction industry.

CONSTRUCTION CAREERS FA IR

PEABODY APPRENTICESHIP  FA IR
Byrne Group was delighted 
to support the Peabody 
Apprenticeship Fair at Pembury 
Centre in Hackney on 5th July 2018. 
Martina Oyite and Kathy Francis saw 
around 500 local residents, sharing 
insights on career progression, 
and discussed apprenticeship 
opportunities available.

HATCHAM TEMPLE GROVE FREE SCHOOL
Ben White, Byrne Bros. Senior Project 
Engineer, visited Hatcham Temple Grove 
Free School, New Cross on the 20th June 
as part of our STEM programme. Ben, a 
registered STEM Ambassador, presented 
to the Year 1 and Year 2 pupils about bridge 
building and then led them in a bridge 
building exercise. Working in teams, the 
children had to make a bridge from paper, 
that had to be at least 40 cms long, and 
strong enough for a toy car to travel over. 
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CONSTRUCTIONARIUM

In May, a team from Byrne Bros. took approx. 40 students to the five-day, annual Constructionarium event in 
Bircham Newton. The students, from the University of Westminster, were from 8 pathways within the Faculty of 
Architecture and the Built Environment (FABE), and consisted of both undergraduates and postgraduates.

The students ‘formed, stormed and normed’ within a couple of days to become functioning contractors, 
successfully managing and delivering 2 technically challenging projects, the Ravenspurn Oil Platform and the 
Brewery Wharf Bridge. The week was organised by Tony Backler, Byrne Bros. Senior Pre-construction Manager, 
with the aid of Martin Convey, Byrne Bros. Construction Manager. Two Byrne Bros. Carpenter Foremen, Wojciech 
Wierzycki and Marius Orghidan, guided the students with their site expertise and Rachel Newman, Byrne 
Bros. Senior Engineer, steered the students with the setting out aspects. Theodoros Mourtis, from Robert Bird 
Structures team, acted as the Design Engineer to sign off on the construction.

Through collaboration, coordination and determination the students gained an insight into the challenging 
work carried out by Byrne Bros. across London sites, and gained invaluable knowledge to further them in their 
careers.
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK

For this year’s Mental Health Awareness Week (14th – 20th 
May), the Mental Health Foundation focused on stress.
Byrne Group was proud to support Mental Health Awareness 
Week in its aim to raise awareness of the signs of stress, the 
effects stress can have and how people can take steps to 
reduce stress and get support.

As a company, we delivered a site wide awareness briefing 
on stress, which included details on our own employee 
assistance programme (EAP). The EAP provides Individuals 
with 24-hour advice and support for a range of issues 
including relationships, financial concerns and stress.

Free 24 hour: 0800 030 5182

www.healthassuredeap.com

Paul Lynch, Senior Commercial Manager for Ellmer, shaved 
his head to raise money for cancer research in support of his 
partner, Bell, who was diagnosed with ovarian cancer recently. 

Kevin Linnane, Ellmer Director - Projects, ‘kindly’ volunteered to 
shave Paul’s head on Friday 20th April 2018, at a charity event to 
raise further money for cancer research. 

In total £12,360.00 was raised for this great cause. What an 
amazing effort by Paul.

‘BRAVE THE SHAVE’

The Ellmer project team on the Young Street development 
have successfully reached their £25,000 target for Cancer 
Research UK!

Well done to everyone involved on such an incredible 
achievement!

YOUNG STREET FUND RAISER

- CHARITY ACTIVITIES -
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MICHAEL BYRNE - THAMES MARATHON CHARITY SWIM

Michael Byrne, Byrne Group CEO, has decided to take on the 
challenge of swimming the Thames Marathon again, but with 
it has set himself two challenges. Firstly, he is attempting to 
raise £25,000 for the inspiring Caudwell Children Charity,  and 
secondly, to swim the 14km Thames Marathon in under 4 hours!

The Caudwell Children Charity aims to change the futures of all 
disabled children by providing access to services, equipment, 
therapies and treatments they need. Their vision is a world where 
all disabled children and their families have choice, opportunity, 
dignity and understanding. They act as a safety net for families 
who are unable to get the help they need.

www.caudwellchildren.com

If you would like to help Michael in the first part of his quest, you 
can contribute on his JustGiving page. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/michael-byrne8

BRIAN AND ROBERTO’S 1 DAY CYCLE TO PARIS

Two years after Brian Costello’s infamous fall in the Alps, he was fully recovered and raring to go! On 8th June 
2018, Brian and Roberto Trucios Mons cycled from London to Paris (175 miles, 281 Km) in 24 hours!

They are raising money for the YMCA in East Surrey which helps children, young people and adults experiencing 
difficulties, such as illnesses or early family losses. You can find more information about the YMCA here:  
https://www.ymcaeastsurrey.org.uk/

They have raised an impressive £1,295.00 so far, but you can still help Team Byrne raise money for this 
admirable cause, by visiting: 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RobertoTruciosMons
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What does your work ing day look l i ke?

I wake up anytime between 05:00 and 05:45 
depending on our 2 children Joseph (4) and Harry 
(2) there hasn’t been a need for an alarm clock in 
our house for quite a few years now! I get up with 
the boys and like to start the day watching Bob the 
Builder to get the construction juices flowing. Once 
Bob has got the job done it’s off to work at either 
HQ or one of the site offices where we are currently 
working.

Each day at work is different in its own way and can 
vary from Client / Sub-Contractor / Commercial / 
Internal meetings to Contract legal meetings and 
meeting Clients to discuss the schemes we are 
currently delivering, or they would like us to look 
at going forward.

What projects are you current ly work ing 
on?

I am currently working on a High End Residential 
Fit out, Tottenham Hotspur football stadium 
(Concourse fit out), a competitively tendered 
and secured project, and Whitechapel – Cityside 
House (Reconstruction of an existing office block 
including extension and CAT A fit out) which we 
have just finished negotiating.

What do you l i ke most about your job?

At Ellmer we undertake a diverse range of projects 
with an assortment of Clients, Professional Teams 
and Sub-contractors. Due to the varying nature of 
the schemes and people we work with, each and 
every day is different and brings its own challenges, 
goals and rewards! Also, the fact that you can learn 
something new every day within this industry, and 
that I am currently working with fantastic project 
teams that have time and commitment for one 
another.    

What f rust rates you most?

People who aren’t team orientated and people 
that don’t share in the successes and occasional 
problems we face on projects. Also, team members 
who will print this page and stick it on site where 
we are currently working (I already know who will 
be doing this!!).

What ’s your gui l ty pleasure?

Brentford Football Club (they’re in the Championship 
and no this isn’t the place where all ‘The Only Way 
Is Essex’ people live) and BBQing. I am a sucker for 
BBQ gadgets and the shed is full of them!

What ’s your profess ional chal lenge for 
2018?

To keep working on securing projects through 
either PCSA’s / competitive tenders and 
negotiated work and developing relationships with 
Clients, Professional Teams and the supply chain 
to differentiate Ellmer from the competition, and 
make them want to collaborate with us and deliver 
innovative offers going forward.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF MATTHEW LINTHWAITE - ELLMER MANAGING SURVEYOR 

1984 2018
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CITYSIDE HOUSE - WHITECHAPEL

Ellmer has been 
awarded the contract to 
carry out the structural 
alterations, extension and 
refurbishment of Cityside 
House on behalf of Great 
Portland Estates. The 
building is currently a four 
storey building located 
between Aldgate East and 
Whitechapel on the edge 
of the city, located at 40 
Adler St., London, E1 1EE. 

The works comprise of structural demolition of the 
existing roof, 4th floor slab and the central core 
down to basement level, including alterations to the 
façades and Cat A fit-out. A new exposed concrete 
core will be constructed by Byrne Bros. and four 
additional floors will be added to the structure 
encapsulated with curtain walling. The cat A fit-out 
will include such items as destination control for 
the new lifts and organic lighting control which we 
understand will be a first for the UK market.

Cityside House is a landmark project 
for Ellmer as it will be the first FSC® 
certified project to be undertaken 
while acting as Principal Contractor. 
FSC® certified projects commit to 
only procure permanent timber from 
FSC® certified, well-managed forests 
and/or verified and recycled sources. 
This commitment helps take care of forests and the 
people and wildlife who call them home.

Steve White, Ellmer Senior Project Manager, met 
with various local stakeholders during the pre-
construction phase of the project. 

Amongst those, were representatives from London’s 
Air Ambulance, a registered charity whose helipad 
address is nearby at the Royal London Hospital, 
Whitechapel. 

London’s Air Ambulance delivers an advanced 
trauma team to critically injured people in London.  
The team includes a senior doctor and specially 
trained paramedic who are available 24/7, and their 
highly trained pilots can land safely in the busy 
streets of London, be it in the middle of Trafalgar 
Square or on the embankment. At night, or when 
the helicopter can’t fly, they drive rapid response 
cars on blue lights to get to the patient as quickly 
as possible.

After seeing the amazing work the charity 
undertakes, the project team have decided that they 
want to help elevate awareness of the work they do 
whilst also raising money. If you want to know more 
about London’s Air Ambulance please visit their 
website, which is: www.londonsairambulance.co.uk

Look out for updates on how Steve and the team 
are getting on in future editions of Inside Byrne 
Group.
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AYKON LONDON ONE

In our November edition of Inside Byrne Group, we mentioned Byrne Bros. had secured Aykon London One, and 
below is an update of our progress to date. 

Our 30m Schwing Placing boom is now operational and we have designed the placing boom to jump with the 
North tower Meva MAC jumpform. This allows us to cast the majority of the north tower concrete using this 
boom, including the stairs and landings below the rig. A similar placing boom will be placed on the south core 
when the jumpform rig passes L04.

All Ground floor and B1 slabs are now cast apart from moling and logistics holes that are still required for the 
top down works in the north tower.

The South Core MEVA rig is now fully assembled and the North Core Jumpform cast to just above level 9. North 
Tower Slabs at level 6 are now cast with over 50% of screens in place on the north tower, with the last Basement 
2 raft slab having been recently cast. 
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Byrne Bros. is pleased to extend our congratulations 
to Piotr Brzozowski, Slinger/Signaller at our Aykon 
London One project, who recently won a Multiplex 
safety award for his attitude and commitment towards 
safety. 

- AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS -

BYRNE GROUP HEALTH & SAFETY AWARDS 2017

Huge congratulations to Lee Wills, Ellmer 
Construction Manager, who won the 2017 Ellmer 
Health and Safety Award. Lee was nominated as he 
has consistently committed himself to health and 
safety best practice on each project he has worked 
on. He has continually impressed at both internal 
and external audits, and is happy to take ownership 
of safety incentives. 

Freddie Ferati, Byrne Bros. Construction Manager, is 
the winner of the Byrne Bros. 2017 Health and Safety 
Award. Freddie was recognised in particular for 
taking over a high-profile project half way through, 
with all new men, which was a difficult task for even 
the most experienced of managers. Freddie ensured 
our usual high standards of safety were upheld. 

Well done to you both! 

MULTIPLEX HEALTH & SAFETY AWARD
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- AWARDS & ACHIEVEMENTS -

CONSIDERATE CONSTRUCTORS SCHEME NATIONAL SITE AWARD

Congratulations to the Ellmer project team at Young Street who 
won a silver award at the Considerate Constructors Scheme 
(CCS) awards 2018, for the second year running!

The CCS  National Site Awards recognise those sites registered 
with the Scheme that have raised the bar for considerate 
construction.

SOUTHWARK APPRENTICESHIP STANDARD

Byrne Bros. is pleased to join the Southwark 
Apprenticeship Standard initiative as a 
‘Supporter’. The scheme is designed to promote 
excellence and innovation in apprenticeships 
across Southwark, with the aim being to improve 
the quality of apprenticeships by sharing learning 
across different organisations.
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- CONGRATULATIONS -

Norman Sproule, Byrne Bros. Purfleet Precast Supervisor, 
and his fiancée Cheryl, were married on the 7th April 2018 at 
St Peter’s Church in Cogenhoe, Northamptonshire. 

The wedding was attended by approximately 150 guests, 
which included many of his colleagues and their wives/
partners from the Purfleet yard. Norman and Cheryl 
met 4 years ago in Peterborough and are planning on 
honeymooning in Spain later this year. Byrne Group extends 
our congratulations and wish them all the very best for the 
future. 

Congratulations to Duncan Morris, 
Environmental Manager, and his wife Anna, 
who welcomed a brother for 2 year old Albie 
on Tuesday 5th June 2018. Rory Owen Morris 
weighed in at a healthy 8lb 5.5ozs. 

- WORLD CUP 2018 SWEEP STAKE -

The results for our World Cup 2018 Head Office Sweep Stake are in! 

Tournament Winner: France Mike Parrott £50

Second Place: Croatia Iain Cowan £30

Third Place: Belgium Dave Szembek £10

Wooden Spoon (Worst overall 
record): 

Panama (0 points, 
goal difference of -9)

Michael Kendall £10

Biggest Hammering: 
Panama (England 6 
Panama 1)

Michael Kendall £20

Thunder Rocket (longest 
distance goal): 

Argentina Ian McMillan £20

Dirtiest Team: 
Croatia - 15 yellow 
cards! 

Iain Cowan £20
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SOME OF OUR RECENTLY 
COMPLETED PROJECTS!

Your comments and news are important to us. If you have any feedback on this edition, or suggestions for 
future articles, we would love to hear from you. Get in touch by emailing: 

byrnenews@byrnegroup.co.uk 

Princes Arcade

20 Farringdon

Westfield Phase 2

100 Bishopsgate


